
ATASCADERO   COALINGA   METROPOLITAN (LOS ANGELES)  NAPA    PATTON   SALINAS   STOCKTON   VACAVILLE

The California Department  
of State Hospitals  
invites you to join us as  
a Staff Psychiatrist. 



The Department
The California Department of State Hospitals 
operates five state hospitals and three prison-
based psychiatric programs employing more 
than 11,000 staff treating more than 6,000 people 
with mental illness. Our staff collaborates with 
nationally known experts in the field of forensic 
psychiatry such as Dr. Charles L. Scott, M.D.,  
and psychopharmacology such as Dr. Stephen  
M. Stahl, M.D., Ph.D.

88 Quality of Practice
As the largest forensic mental health hospital system in the 

nation, the California Department of State Hospitals offers an 

outstanding quality of practice. We promote a team-oriented, 

collegial working environment supported by leading experts in 

psychopharmacology. Our psychiatrists lead interdisciplinary 

treatment teams to provide care to some of the most complex 

patients to be found anywhere. We also offer work-life balance. 

Our psychiatrists work 4/10/40 work weeks with voluntary 

on-call duty and strong level-of-care staff support to ensure 

24/7/365 patient care and monitoring. Our psychiatrists 

even have the flexibility to develop a private practice.  

FREE-STANDING HOSPITALS 
Atascadero  •  Coalinga  •  Metropolitan (Los Angeles)  •  Napa  •  Patton

PRISON PSYCHIATRIC PROGRAMS 
Salinas  •  Stockton  •  Vacaville

OUR 8 LOCATIONS  
INCLUDE:
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Quality of Life
The diverse locations of our hospitals offer 
opportunities to choose an environment 
that appeals to your personal interests.

DSH–Atascadero  
is located near seaside commu-
nities of Pismo Beach, Morro 
Bay, and Cambria. San Simeon 
and Hearst Castle are less than 
an hour away. Two hours to the 
north are Pebble Beach, Carmel-
by-the-Sea, and the Monterey 
Peninsula. Two hours to the 
south lays Santa Barbara.

DSH–Metropolitan   
is found within the suburban 
residential community of 
Norwalk, 15 miles east of 
Los Angeles. To the south 
is Disneyland, Knott’s Berry 
Farm and the marinas and 
beaches of Huntington, 
Newport, and Laguna. To the 
west are Palos Verdes and 
Marina Del Rey. 

DSH–Napa  
is in the heart of California’s 
wine country. It is conveniently 
located near San Francisco 
and Marin County attractions, 
as well as the scenic 
Mendocino coast.

DSH–Patton  
is nestled south of the San 
Bernardino Mountains near 
the communities of Upland, 
Ontario, Redlands, Loma Linda, 
and Riverside. The mountains 
offer a variety of recreational 
opportunities including hiking, 
climbing, skiing, and aquatic 
sports at Lake Arrowhead.

DSH–Salinas Valley 
is located within Salinas Valley, 
home to John Steinbeck and the 
Steinbeck museum. There is a 
myriad of recreational options 
in the nearby Monterey Bay and 
Carmel Coast.

DSH–Stockton 
is mid-way between the San 
Francisco Bay and the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains. In addition 
to a number of local festivals 
and events, residents have 
weekend access to the San 
Joaquin Delta, Yosemite National 
Park, beaches, and ski resorts.

DSH–Vacaville  
is midway between San Francisco 
and Sacramento. The community 
has a rich history, affordable 
housing, quality schools, a wide 
array of youth activities, making 
Vacaville a family-oriented city. 
One-day outings to museums in 
San Francisco, wineries in Napa 
or beaches along the coast are 
all accessible.

DSH–Coalinga 
is located in the center of one of 
the world’s greatest agricultural 
communities—halfway between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco 
and 60 miles southwest of 
Fresno. The beach communities 
of Monterey, Morro Bay, and 
Pismo Beach are within two 
hours driving time, as is Yosemite 
National Park.
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Compensation
Psychiatrists earn $18,879–$24,445 per month and 

can earn up to $141 per hour through voluntary  

on-call duty.

The State of California provides an outstanding 

benefits package that includes a defined-benefit 

pension, health, dental, and vision coverage, retiree 

healthcare, a 401k and a 457(b) plan, an exclusion 

from paying the federal Social Security tax, up to 56 

hours of leave and $1,000 annually for continuing 

medical education, and paid malpractice.

DSH psychiatrists also accrue 11–18 hours of leave 

per month, and enjoy 11 paid holidays and  

relocation assistance.

To apply
If you are interested in this outstanding opportunity, 

please send a copy of your curriculum vitae to  

DSH.Recruitment@dsh.ca.gov to get started.

“You’ll find an amazing group of cases here.”

“At DSH you’ll find cases that are outside of the box. 
They can be difficult sometimes, and fascinating at 
other times. These are cases that are not seen else-

where. And they need great psychiatry.”

“This is where the action is at in psychiatry today.”

“I think you’ll find working at DSH a fascinating and 
professionally enriching experience.”

“You’ll have a fantastic array of interesting 
patients, and some of the most fascinating cases 

you’ll ever see.”

“DSH has a wonderful salary and benefits package 
that’s competitive nationally.” 

“If you really want to advance and move up in 
leadership positions, DSH is the place to do it.”

Stephen M. Stahl, M.D., Ph.D.

•	California DSH Director of  
Psychopharmacology Services

•	Professor of Psychiatry, University  
of California, San Diego

•	Honorary Fellow, Cambridge University

•	Editor-in-Chief, CNS Spectrums

Charles L. Scott, M.D.
•	Chief, Division of Psychiatry and the Law

•	Training Director, Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship

•	Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

•	Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

•	University of California, Davis Medical  
Center—Sacramento
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California Department of State Hospitals 
1600 9th Street, Room 440 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
Web: www.dsh.ca.gov 

Jobs: www.dsh.ca.gov/jobs/psychiatry_jobs.asp 
Email: DSH.Recruitment@dsh.ca.gov 

Phone: (916) 654-2609


