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“The Evolution of Forensic Mental Health: 
Past, Present, and Future” 

Welcome to the 23r d Annual Patton State Hospital Forensic Mental Health Conference. It is presented 

without cost to participants in an effort to bring together individuals who share an interest in 

forensic mental health issues. We have made every effort to provide presentations of interest to 

participating friends, families and professional colleagues. 

This year, our very own Mendel Feldsher, M.D. & George Proctor, M.D. will open the conference. On the 

second day, renowned forensic psychiatrist, Phillip Resnick, M.D. will present. 

Pre- registration for the conference is not required. Participation in concurrent presentations during the 

conference will be on a first-come, first-served basis. Presentations will be closed when attendance 

reaches fire capacity of the assigned room. 

Thank you for joining us for another outstanding educational experience. 

Harry Oreol 

Executive Director 

2016 Conference Planning Committee 

• Eliseo Reyes, SRN, (A) TO, Conference Facilitator 

• Eileen Delgado, OT 

• Daniel K. Melchor, SSA 

• Obed Asif, NI, (A) SRN 

• Candice Malone, US 

• Perosha Minwalla, Events Coordinator 

• Mimi Romero, RN/TC 

• Wadsworth Murad, Chief of Professional Education 

• David Haimson, Chief of Psychology 

• Veronica Kaufman, Chief of SW 

• Stan Hydinger, Supervising Rehab Therapist 

• Angela Stoner, Librarian 

• Ginny Gibialante, Program Director 

• Melanie Bermudez, RN/TC 

• Paul Mejia, RN/TC 
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23rd Annual
 

Department of State Hospitals-Patton
 
Forensic Mental Health Conference
 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016
 

8:00-8:30 Registration 

8:30-8:45 Welcome and Orientation 

8:45-10:15 KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Auditorium 

Presentation: The Risks of Untreated Psychosis 

Presenter: Mendel Feldsher, M.D., & George Pr

DSH-Patton 

octor, M.D. 

1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary: A disproportionate amount of scrutiny is paid to the risks of pharmacologic treatments for psychosis 

while the risks of untreated psychosis are given less consideration.  The benefits of antipsychotic treatment would 

include mitigating the risks of untreated psychosis.  Our presentation will highlight a variety of risks associated 

with uncontrolled psychosis. 

10:15-10:30 BREAK
 

THE FOLLOWING ARE
 
CONCURRENT PESENTATIONS:
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2016
 

10:30-12:00	 Auditorium 

Presentation:	 Police Misconduct Issues Related to Procedural Justice and Legitimacy as Ethno-racial 

Factors in Officer Safety: A Forensic Paradigm 

Presenter:	 Ronn Johnson, Ph.D., Eric Jacobs, M.A., 

& Berenis Gonzales, M.A. Candidate
 

1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary:  This presentation uses a forensic psychological perspective to examine high profile incidents 

involving police misconduct and addresses the growing concern about perceived legitimacy of police authority 

within ethno-racially diverse communities.  Current and future solutions will also be explored. 

10:30-12:00 Staff Development Center-Room 10A (35) 

Presentation: Treating the Invisible Client: Revisiting our search for Evidence Based Practices in a State 

Hospital Setting. 

Presenters:	 Tiffani Grant, M.S., PsyD, Jorrie S. Mackenzie, PsyD, Klayton Smith, PsyD 
1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary: The continued rise in state hospital patients who require treatment resources and a specialized therapeutic approach 

not yet readily available is problematic. We endeavor to address this need by identifying treatments and therapeutic materials 

appropriate for use with this population. 

10:30-12:00	 Staff Development Center-Room 20 (60) 

Presentation:	 Risk Management From Day 1:Team Development and Proactive Individualized 

Treatment Planning Required for Higher Risk Patients 

Presenter:	 Angie Shenouda, Psy.D, Kathleen Bono, 

Psy.D, Monty Clouse, Ph.D 

DSH-Atascadero 
1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary:  This presentation demonstrates the impact of multidisciplinary risk assessment and intervention, and of 

milieu management, on violence risks.  Two indispensable and primary areas of focus, both of which must be 

accomplished for effective violence intervention, are addressed: the Unit Team’s development, and implementation 

of individualized interventions. 

CONCURRENT PRESENTATIONS 
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10:30-12:00	 Fitness Center Conference Room (70) 

Presentation:  	Hands-On Conversations: The Benefits of Arts-Based Research 

Presenter:       	Serena Duckrow,  PhD (ABD), ATR-BC, NCC 1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU 

DSH-Patton 

Summary:  Ceramic art therapy is one form of art therapy currently provided to the patients in treatment at DSH-

Patton. Serena Duckrow will be presenting her doctoral dissertation research approved by the California Protection of 

Human Subjects.  The film and presentation will illuminate benefits and limitations for these techniques within a 

forensic psychiatric hospital.  There will be a panel discussion provided by Rehabilitation Therapists providing these 

services in order to answer any questions. 

10:30-12:00	 Cottage K (80) 

Presentation: 	Rehabilitation Therapy in DSH 1850 to 2050 

Presenter:      	Jennifer Deterville, MT-BC      1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU 

DSH-Napa 

Summary:  California’s first state hospital opened in 1850. While Rehabilitation Therapists were not among its first employees, 

many of the principles of Rehabilitation Therapy existed in those early days. This presentation will chronicle the evolution of 

Rehabilitation Therapy in DSH from 1850 to present day and beyond. 

12:00-1:00    LUNCH
 

1:15-2:45	 Auditorium 

Presentation: We Built This City: Positive Organizational Psychology at Patton State Hospital 

Presenter: Maya Petties, Psy.D., Adam Jones, LCSW, Jennifer Stieg, U.S., Blake Beckman, M.A., Positive 

Organization Psychology Doctoral Student, Mona Farid-Nejad, M.A., Organizational Psychology Doctoral 

Student 

1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary: This presentation will cover positive organizational psychology and its application to the positive psychology pilot unit 

at Patton State Hospital.  Participants will learn about the process of appreciative inquiry as well as empirically-based exercises 

shown to increase happiness, job identification, and effort. 
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1:15-2:45	 Staff Development Center-Room 10A (35) 

Presentation:	 Introduction to Midlife Spirituality and Its Implications 

Presenter:	 Paul Wu, Ph.D 

DSH-Patton 1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME 

Summary: Beginning around age 35 or 40, as age increases, so does the proportion of people who are consciously 

involved in an inner exploration of the meaning of their existence and their relationship to the universe. A frame of 

references of midlife spirituality is to be presented. Some real cases with issues problems spiritual focuses will be 

demonstrated for illustration. 

Staff Development Center-Room 15 (35) 

1:15-2:45 

Presentation: Super-Villains and Monsters: Portrayals of the Criminally Insane In Media and Pop-Culture 

Presenter: Freda Lin, Attorney III, Jenny Wong, Attorney III, Antonina Raddatz, Attorney I 

DSH-SAC Legal 
1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME 

Summary: The evolution of the insanity defense in the U.S. and California originates through the M’Naghten Rule, 

established in 19th Century England. Public perception of the insanity defense has helped to shape our current criminal 

justice system, as illustrated by John Hinckley, Jr. and the assassination of Harvey Milk. Understanding what the 

process and law hopes to accomplish is essential in understanding why treatment is provided to those individuals 

deemed not guilty by reason of insanity. 

1:15-2:45	 Staff Development Center-Room 20 (60) 

Presentation: Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, process, and sensorimotor models for Psychological Trauma 

Group Treatment 

Presenters:	 Joseph Morrow, Jr. Psy.D, Henry Ahlstrom, Ph.D. 

DSH- Atascadero                           1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary:  At the Department of State Hospitals – Atascadero, psychological trauma group interventions are being offered with 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, process, and sensorimotorpsychotherapy components. The approaches consider the risks of re-

triggering past traumas, managing suicide risks, and potential interaction effects among symptoms of severe mental illness and 

psychological trauma. 
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1:15-2:45	 Fitness Center Conference Room (70) 

Presentation:	 The Mouth of the Well Biblical Wisdom for the Arduous Journey from Resignation to 

Transformation
 

Presenter:	 Rabbi Gershon Winkler, Ph.D., 

Rabbi Miriam Maron, BSN, RN, MA, Ph.D. 

DSH-Patton 1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME 

Summary: A lively exploration of the deadening effects of “giving up” and how to re-awaken passion in the mire of 

bleakness. Through chant, story and discourse, Gershon and Miriam will blend aboriginal wisdom and contemporary 

science in order to tweak the efficacy of our interface with those trusted in our care. 

1:15-2:45 Cottage K (80)
 

Presentation:   Forensics meets Geriatrics
 

Presenter: Adonis Sfera, M.D., Luzmin Inderias, M.D.
 
DSH-Patton	 1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary:  Forensic institutions are currently poorly equipped for the management of age-related diseases which will 

be encountered more and more along with demographics of aging population. Staff education regarding aging 

pathology is imperative as geriatrics-trained healthcare providers are in short supply. 

2:45-3:00 BREAK
 

3:00 – 4:30 Auditorium 

Presentation:     Panel: “From Department 95 to You” 

A presentation on the challenges that everyone faces in the forensic workforce. 

Presenters:       	 Vicki Vlasnik, Deputy Alternate Public Defender, Department 95 Veteran 

Hon. Daniel Juarez, Judge of the Superior Court, Judge Presiding over Department 95 

Gregory Jennings, Deputy District Attorney, Deputy in Charge, Mental Health Courthouse 

Joanna Giang, Attorney, Legal Office, Department of State Hospitals 

Verah Bradford, Head Deputy Public Defender, Mental Health Courthouse 

Hon. James Bianco, Judge of the Superior Court, Site Judge, Mental Health Courthouse 
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3:00 – 4:30                                                                                Staff Development Center-Room 15 (35) 

Presentation:       Art and Spirituality 

Presenter: Kate Madigan, ATR, BC, Susan Marletti, RT, LPCC, Mickey Ybarra, Native American Chaplain 

1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU 

DSH-Patton 

Summary:  This presentation will begin with the presenters discussing the roles of the art therapists and spiritual 

leaders at Patton and explaining why they are so vital to our community. Attendees will then collaboratively engage in 

a powerful art-making cultural activity with the presenters. 

3:00 – 4:30 Staff Development Center-Room 20 (60) 

Presentation:    Hostage Survival – Run, Hide, Fight 

Presenter: Todd Dearmore, B.A.  1.5 CEU 

California Tribal Emergency Response and Relief Agency 

Summary:  This course examines real life hostage situations in the health care environment and provides participants 

with proven hostage survival strategies. The course focuses on being aware of the environment, emphasizes tactical 

surveys, discusses increases of violence in the health care setting and explains the “Stockholm Syndrome” and how to 

use it to your advantage. Post Release Stress Reactions will be also be examined. 

3:00 – 4:30   Fitness Center Conference Room (70) 

Presentation: It Takes Two to Tango-Learning to Lead and Follow 

Presenter: Sharon Davis Brown, Ph.D, BC-DMT, CMA           1.5 CEU/1.5 S.W. CEU/1.5 CME/1.5 Psychology CEU 

DSH-Patton 

Summary:  Tango is a partner dance. Working in partnership with managers, peers, and patients we will learn to increase our 

awareness of nonverbal behavior as leader and follower in this experiential fun and relaxed workshop. No dance experiences 

required, but wear comfortable foot wear. 

3:00 – 4:30   

(80) 

Cottage K 

Presentation: The Use of Art Therapy to Address Dynamic Risk Factors with Sexual Offenders 

Presenter:   Amy Pfenning, ATR, Marian Husted, RT 1.5 CE/1.5 S.W.CEU 

DSH-Coalinga 

Summary: Dysfunctional Self-Evaluation, Callousness, Belief that Women are Deceitful, Lack of Emotionally Intimate 

Relationships with Adults, and Excessive Sense of Entitlement will be addressed by facilitators who use Art Therapy to address 
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these risk factors with civilly committed sex offenders. Participants will be invited to participate in an art therapy directive. 

23rd Annual 

Department of State Hospitals-Patton
 
Forensic Mental Health Conference
 

Thursday, February 25, 2016
 

Presenter: Phillip Resnick, M.D.
 

Professor of Psychiatry, Director of the Division of Forensic Psychiatry 


Case Western Reserve University
 

8:00-8:15 Registration 

8:15-8:30 Welcome and Orientation 

8:30-12:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Auditorium 

Presentation: The Detection of Malingering 

3.5 CEU/3.5 S.W. CEU/3.5 CME/3.5 Psychology CEU 

Summary: Detecting clues to malingered psychosis, identifying factors that distinguish genuine from faked hallucinations 

and delusions. 

12:00-1:00 Lunch 

1:10-2:10 Auditorium 

Presentation: Paranoia and Violence 

1 CEU/1 S.W. CEU/1 CME/1 Psychology CEU 

Summary: Identifying risk factors for violence in paranoid patients, identifying four motives for paranoid violence 

and distinguishing between making a threat and posing a threat. 
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2:20-3:20 Auditorium 

Presentation: Child Murder by Parents 

1 CEU/1 S.W. CEU/1 CME/1 Psychology CEU 

Summary: Identifying the differences between filicide and neonaticide, classifying child-murders based on motive, 

identifying the motives of mothers who kill their newborns and specifying which child killers are most likely to 

succeed in an insanity defense. 

3:30-4:30 Auditorium 

Presentation: The Colorado Batman Movie Massacre: 

Delusion, Disinhibition, or Depravity 

1 CEU/1 S.W. CEU/1 CME/1 Psychology CEU 

Summary:  Improving risk assessment in patients who describe fantasies of killing people, identifying the role 

of jury attitudes in deciding on legal insanity and the role of political forces in decisions to seek the death 

penalty. 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION
 

Provider approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing, Provider # 00134. This 

conference offers 30.5 CEUs. 

Courses marked as SW CEU meet the qualifications for continuing education credit for LCSW and 

MFTs. DSH-Patton, Social Work Service #1416, is approved as a provider for social work 

continuing education by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) www.aswb.org, through the 

Approved Continuing Education (ACE) program. This conference offers 29 SW CEUs. 

Courses marked as Psychology CEU will offer continuing education credit for Psychologists. Patton 

State Hospital is approved by the California Psychological Association to provide continuing 

professional education for Psychologists. Patton State Hospital maintains responsibility for this 

program and its content. This conference offers 18.5 Psychology CEUs. 

For CME information, please contact Bobbi Harris. (909) 425-7250 

For CEU information: 

Nursing: Eliseo (Jun) Reyes SRN, (A) TO. (909) 425-6152 

Social Work: Veronica Kaufman LCSW, Chief of Social Work. (909) 425-7282 

Psychology: David Glassmire Ph.D. (909) 425-6573 
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Where’s Patton?
 

DIRECTIONS: 
From the I-10 West: Take the I-10 East to 210 West; exit Highland Ave. turn Right on Highland, pass 

Victoria Avenue- Patton State Hospital (3102 E. Highland) is on left side of street. 

From 210 West: Take 210 East towards Redlands, exit Highland Ave. turn Left on Highland, pass Arden 

and Victoria Avenues-Patton State Hospital (3102 E. Highland) is on the left side. 

WHERE IS THE AUDITORIUM AND PARKING? 
Enter the main entrance to the hospital (North) from Highland Avenue, turn left in front of the 

Administration building (second stop, at the flag pole); Auditorium is directly ahead on the right. 

Parking is available north of the hospital in the overflow parking area. Please do NOT park in designated 

rideshare or handicapped parking, unless you have the proper placard. Parking and traffic laws are 

enforced by the Hospital Police Department and the California Highway Patrol. 
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Legend: = Presentation Site 

= Parking 

AUDITORIUM 

SDC 

FITNESS CENTER 

COTTAGE K 
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